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snd System turn the Mezzané into a Jamaican dance hall every Friday

, a folding chair with the logo of his
iter, the Kansas Jayhawks, and o
of Bob Marley on the floor leaning
e wall. Waggoner apens a book on
ry of reggac music and shows a dia-
exactly where on the body each
nt sonically hits you and at exactly
. He explains how because of this,
the perfect music. “This is why it
b positive feeling,” he explains.
3 “Bluegrass does the same

thing " But bluegrass isn't
. Waggoner's forté; reggae

is. It has been for some

. time. He says his mother
76 King
E Jamaica when she was
2% pregnant with him, Since

then, he has been fasci-
tot ohsessed with the music and the
I've always had a huge interest in
dance hall music, | was addicted "
TONeT.
thite boy from Minnesota, college
in the American heartland,
-can talk the talk, literally, Fluent in
tich is more of a dialect than a lan-
st unlike Gullah], Waggoner has
e respect of many within the
try's reggae circles, white and

#n he takes the mic, the voice of a |

W dreadlocked  Rastafarian
“It's kind of like when Japanese
1g Elvis songs,” he jokes sbout his
atomn.

ance graphic designer by day, by
goner is one half of the Dub Island
stem, a reggae DJ outfit in the tra-

ditional Jamaican fashion. A Jamaican sound

system is essentially a loud, primitive, mobile
| disco, a phenomenon that became popular in
the "60s and "70s in and around the Jamaican
capitol of Kingston. It's from this tradition
that Waggoner and musical collaborator Ras
Dave derived their name while playing

shows at Front Beach Bar & Grill on Isle of .

Falms, or 'Dub lsland’ ss Waggoner affec-
| tonately refers to it

Back in his downtown studio, Waggoner |
wall of |

| points to a photograph framed on ©
| Lee "Scratch” Perry, a famed Jamaican pro-
| ducer who once bumed his studio to the

ground out of dismay for the commercializa-

visited the island of | tion of the music he helped invent.

Waggoner says that picture used to hang in
his gﬁce at Rawle Murdy and Associates, the
advertising firm where he worked as a graph-
| ie artist before started DoubleYuji Business
Art and Music. (His former coworkers say his
| old computer is still filled to the gills with
regeae MP3s). The picture of Perry now

| Dave lay down the beats and riffs that are

| the backhone of the Dub Island Sound

System show, which is a cross between a live

| reggae performance and an electric DJ club
| show.

Both Ras Dave and Waggoner used to play

in the popular local reggae band, The Italics.

| Waggener says that with all the technology

at your fingertips today, they found they

could do so much more with a scaled down

band and experiment with different sounds.

Brady still plays some of the music on his

| guitar, which they record and then play digi-

top of traditional reggae tunes, sometimes on
top of other origingl beats he and Ras Dave
recorded. It's what Waggoner refers to as
‘Dubwise,” with lost of effects and reverb,

And that's how Brady Waggoner became
DJ Brady. He explains that he's 2 DJ in the
true Jamaican sense — a deejay who not only
plays records, but also sings and/or raps. And
this brings ahout another live clement to a
DCrub Island show. Just when you feel some-
what hypnotized by the rhythms, [ Brady
picks up the mic and out comés that 200-
pound Rastafarian voice. Suddenly the
crowd is alive. "I'm sort of in charge of crowd
control and monitoring the crowd's interest,”
he says. "It's really nerve-wracking trying to
pull all of this off”

Another member to their group, Big Hair
Dave, is presently in school for engineering
(the musical kind) at Full Sail Institute in
Orlande, Fla, When he returns, Waggoner
gays they will be able to cxpand the group's
abilities even more and their dup will then
be a well-polished tria,

In addition to all of the sounds Dub Island
Sound System throw cut at a show, they've
added even snother clement to their now
regular Friday night gig st the Mezzané.
They call it the AV Lab, where Dub Island
Sound System play music and Rich Yessian
from Blue lon projects various images onto a
screen. The result i an interesting multime-

| dia performance, with live and prerecorded
| hangs in his home studio, where he and Ras |

| tally and loop at their shows, sametimes over |

reggac music, mixed with clips of Trom, A
Clockwork Orange, Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragen, and images of nuclear explosions,
hot deg factaries, and fast-forwarded images
from around town.

With drum and bass rhythms infused with
dancehall, roots, and dub, there's no mistak-
ing Dub Island's sound for anything other
than electronic music. But with live vocals
and a resume that includes stints in a live
reggae band, Waggoner says live music
community is still there for them and he sees
what they're doing as a big key to an increas-
ing acceptance of electronic music in
Charleston, B

BOOKING: INFO@DUBISLANDSOUNDSYSTEM.COM | 843.722.1049 | DUBISLANDSOUNDSYSTEM.COM



312 Barbuzz

22 BarFly Listings
A Fleasar

36 Movie Listings

‘47 Fashion Listings
&1 Down-the-Hatch

from |8
chalreston ®
[
barfly |+

6 The Fly Strip

74 Last Call

ll/.'pl

- I-.

U"-l__'_'

4413

bk Ak ISYSTHL
S "

AFty: Deseribe a typical Dut Island Sound System set
mmrshﬂum in 3 armas. Dubwize. rools & dancehall We combme

& live praduction. Ras is the seleclor (001 & I'm the deejay (MC).

BFty: Where does all that throaty pateis come from?

Bratly. | slarted listening to il & just gol addicted o it

Ras: | hung out with Rastafarians from Jamaica & learned
» Palois from yaars of talking with them.

BFly: Whal arlists aﬂryrruu currently follawing
Brady: We've gol st

take an Spoleto

Brady: I'm really looking forward 1n Spooky being here.
Everybody should go check him oul He's ol even read "0 -like™ any-
mare. He's expanded a tot with his werk

BFly. What's up with the Lea Scratch Perry photo? Is he a relative or
something?

Brady: Lee Scratch is the inventor of the whele dub thing. . . pretty much
the grandtather of scratch masic £ the remix. He was dub-wise not anky
a8 a shacker with his music, he cubturally shocked everybody by burm-
ing his studin down & disappearing. Ras & | study him conbinuously. |
reafly do think he's outer worldly, (ke an afien or somathing. He
descended fram the master camparter. Mr. Perry we support.

BFty: What is your equipmest sel-up?

Rae. (n stage we uce 7 Apple G& Titanium (aptops with 2 M audso ozone
keyhaards. We have a micer with a cross fader with 5 different channels
an it. 0 to CO players. For software we use The Jungle Weapon Ableton,
2 mics £ a diglech'vocal eliocls processor
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| oy that's hr:ml new. 1&%;&;& m dan allen or Sﬂl‘l’IEﬂ'lln H
et ot bl ooy e descended ~from
BRly: As a qranhw b et irectr whas yoor whee pry A HQ cnmputer_"

Reach

<

...hE S ﬂllter‘ wnﬂdty hke Brady: As we starled o bring mare

technelogy Lo our game it got ver-
whehn'lrm. IUs just like art. if you
don't guide it. # will guide you,

e

BFly: Give Barfly readers an
obscure defail or fact about you that
they otherwise wouldn't know.

Ras: Brady will be married by the time peopie read this. And he always
brings the liguor to the shows.

Brady: People always think 'm Ras Dave & he's 0 Brady. Also that Ras
drinks. . .1 got him drinking.

BFty: Drscuss the “State of Design” in Charleston,

Ras: You're loaking at it!

Brady: | agree Ul the bar must be driven up severely. n respanse to
thal. ad agencies peed to focus on having cooler creative wark. Fight
the bad design wilh good design. The Barkly was a blg shep for creative
design outlets.,

BFly: Scene!

&HMMEMFFHMIH!RMEESJJFMIEMIEF Frery
Lve show i recorded, so if you ee 5 show & wanl I heak i again go &
mmmmmm:mhﬁrﬂmmmmdwm
naire Big Mair Bave, £ the wisual guys Brian £ Rich.
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